Petition to the Board of Seiectpersons, Rumford, Maine 

Greetings: 

As authorized under MRS Title 30-A §2504. “Circulation of petitions for local initiative” 
the undersigned citizens and voters of Rumford respectfully request the Rumford 
Board of Seiectpersons to schedule a special town meeting to reduce the current 
fiscal year's municipal budget. As per the Town of Rumford Charter, section 6, 
“Special meetings” a critical circumstance exists relating to town affairs and the 
welfare of its citizens, to wit, that recent changes in valuation plus the impact of the 
corona virus on the community require a reduction in the spending approved in June. 
That spending was approved by voters prior to, and without, a full understanding of the 
severity of the situation. The special town meeting must be convened to reconsider the 
municipal budget prior to the setting of the year's tax rate in order to avoid tax 
increases that will be destructive to the citizens of the community individually and to the 
community as a whole. We ask that it be held as a Secret Poll meeting. 

Per Section 6, 25 qualified voters must be of the opinion that a critical circumstance 
exists, below please find the signatures required. We request that the warrant include 
the following articles and explanatory text: 

Warrant for a special town meeting 

Given the extraordinary circumstances with a revaluation of property 
taxes causing precipitous increases in property tax bills of 100 percent or 
more, combined with an ongoing pandemic of the corona virus, the 
Inhabitants of the Town of Rumford, qualified by law to vote in Town 
Affairs, are hereby warned to vote in a Secret Poll meeting on the 
following articles, designed to prevent financial harm to the community by 
reducing the 2020-2021 municipal budget. The following articles, if 
approved in total, will reduce the municipal budget by $921,587. 

Article 1 

To see if the voters will reconsider salaries and fees paid to officials, as 
approved in Article 5 on the July 6 town meeting warrant, by setting a 
one thousand dollar maximum for any board chair and a $500 maximum 
for any board member for the year 2020 to 2021, and a $42,000 
maximum for each of the town clerk-treasurer and tax collector-constable, 
for a reduction in the municipal budget of $16,091 

Article 2 

To see if the voters will reconsider the budget for General Government, 
as approved in Article 10 at the July 13 Secret Poll meeting, by reducing 
the total from $1,066,351 , as approved, to $916, 351, for a reduction in 
the municipal budget of $150,000 
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Article 3 

To see if the voters will reconsider the budget for Public Safety, as 
approved in Article 11 at the July 13 Secret Poll meeting, by reducing the 
total from $725,496 to $700,000, for a reduction in the municipal budget 
of $25,496 

Article 4 

To see if the voters will reconsider the budget for the Police Department, 
as approved in Article 12at the July 13 Secret Poll meeting, by reducing 
the total from $871,070 to $771,010, for a reduction in the municipal 
budget of $125,000 

Article 5 

To see if the voters will reconsider the budget for the Fire Department, as 
approved in Article 13 at the july 13 Secret Poll meeting, by reducing the 
total from $810, 993 to $710,993, for a reduction in the municipal budget 
of $125,000. 

Article 6 

To see if the voters will recondier the budget for Health and Sanitation, as 
approved in Article 14 at the July 13 Secret Poll meeting, bu reducing the 
total from $850,827 to $825, 827 for a reduction of $25,000 

Article 7 

To see if the voters will reconsider the budget for Public Works, as 
approved in Article 15 at the July 13 Secret Poll meeting by reducing the 
total from $1,535,123 to $1,335,123 for a reduction of $250,000. 

Article 8 

To see if the voter will reconsider the budget for the Public Library, as 
approved in Article 17 at the July 13 Secret Poll meeting, the reducing the 
total from $264,688 to $239,688. a reduction of $25,000 

Article 9 

To see if the voters will reconsider the budget for Public Service, as 
approved in Article 18 at the July 13 Secret Poll meeting, reducing the 
total from $266,455 to $236,455, a reduction of $30,000 

Article 10 

To see if the voters will reduce the budget for Capital accounts, as 
approved in Article 20 at the July 13 Secret Poll meeting, reducing the 
total ftom $761,238 to $611,238, a reduction of $150,000 

Article 11 

To see if the voters will instruct the selectboard and town manager to 
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apply any reductions as authorized above immediately and fully but per 
their discretion within the budgets as directed. The reductions mandated 
in previous articles shall stand regardless of the outcome of the vote on 
this article and be applied before the setting of the tax rate. 


Requesting that this, or an essentially similar, Warrant be used as soon as 
possible for a special town meeting, we are, voters and citizens of Rumford: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


DATE 
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